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A Framework Analysis of "Sports Sanctions" from the Perspective of International Law
JIANG Xi

(Sports Law Research Institute, Shanghai University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai
201701, China)

Abstract: The article employs methods such as literature review and logical analysis to examine the ba-
sis for international law, new attributes, and existing international legal issues related to “sports sanc-
tions". The study finds that the politicization of sports has evolved into three typical confrontational
forms: "sports boycott", "sports diplomacy boycott", and “sports sanctions". Distinct from traditional col-
lective sanctions imposed by international organizations and unilateral sanctions initiated by states,
"sports sanctions" are a new form of sanction initiated and implemented by non-governmental interna-
tional sports organizations, with government cooperation. The International Olympic Committee’ s
"'sports sanctions" against Russia face a certain crisis of legitimacy and possess the qualities of "private
justice". The negative effects generated by "sports sanctions" are not proportional to the positive effects
received. Remedies for "sports sanctions" are rather limited. Accordingly the following suggestions are
presented: International sports organizations should adhere to the principle of "political neutrality" and
avoid using "sports sanctions", which may involve themselves in international political conflicts; To en-
sure the legitimacy and legality of "sports sanctions"”, the decision-making, implementation, and related
remedies should be incorporated into the United Nations system; A sports agency should be established
within the United Nations as soon as possible or a multilateral sports consultation mechanism should be
created to prevent "sports sanctions" imposed by international sports organizations from operating out-
side the international legal system.
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