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Abstract: ResearchGate and other online academic communication websites provided more convenient

and efficient platforms for scientific research and academic communication. In this paper, we chose Beijing
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Normal University as a representative, collected the data which can reflect the behavior of researchers from the

ResearchGate. The main purpose of this study was to analyze the usage status and behavior characteristics of

the researchers. Moreover, the correlation between academic impact point and indicators such like publications,

views, downloads, citations were also analyzed. The findings were described as follows: firstly, there are a lot of

ResearchGate users in Beijing Normal University while the activity of the users was not high; secondly, different

departments or different discipline backgrounds has different usage, however, there are overlapping phenomena

on research topics; finally, there is a polarization of the users in this case.

Keywords: ResearchGate, online academic communication, Beijing Normal University, impact point, social

network
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