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Carnival and Conflict: A Cultural Analysis of the
Audience’s Self-presentation in Sports Events

——Taking Football Match as an Example

XIANG Yangchun

(School of Journalism and Communication, Shih Hsin University, Taipei 350108, China)

Abstract: Taking the interactive ritual chain as a reference, this paper constructs the interpersonal in-
teraction ritual model of the live audience in sports events, analyzes the self-presentation and explores
the cultural requirements and satisfaction of the audience. Taking the football match as an example,
this paper analyzes the self-presentation mechanism and multi-cultural connotation of live audience by
the methods of participation observation, literature and logical analysis. It is believed that the pursuit
of on-site watching enables the audience to gather in groups with the same body; The common atten-
tion to the game forms the situational encounter based on the common focus; The audience reached a
high degree of emotional resonance and fell into an anonymous carnival by the interaction based on the
encounter; In addition, the collective carnival produces ritual unity and identity, and the audience’s
sense of belonging is satisfied. At the same time, the audience expressed emotion of high-end enthusi-
asm or low-end depression showing multi-dimensional emotion; The audience with a sense of unity es-
pecially respected the team logo showing the respect of totem worship and audience belief is realized
by substitution; The disrespect for the ritual unity and the symbol will be severely condemned and
even lead to conflicts, which will lead to the irrational degradation of the audience.

Key words: sports events; live audience; interpersonal interaction; self-presentation; cultural conno-

tation



