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Evolution, Features and Pathway of Leading Global Sports Cities: And Implications for
Shanghai

LIU Dongfeng

(School of Economics and Management, Shanghai University of Sport, Shanghai 200438, China)
Abstract: By reviewing the evolution and interaction between sport and cities and summarizing the
key features of some of the most recognized leading global sports cities, this study seeks to explore
the pathway of building global sport cities and the driving forces behind. Meanwhile the study at-
tempts to reveal the advantages and disadvantages of Shanghai by comparing with the
world-renowned leading sports cities. It concludes as follows: whether a city has the strength of a
global city is the prerequisite for building it into a world famous sports city; the habitualization, so-
cialization and industrialization of sports are the fundamental support for building a world famous
sports city; continuous hosting of world top major sporting events is the key to building a global
sports city. The study finally puts forward measures and suggestions regarding Shanghai's develop-
ment toward a world-leading sports city.
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