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Data Rights: Another Way of Juridical Protection of Live Sports Streams in
China

XU Weikang

(School of Law, Tsinghua University , Beijing 100084, China )

Abstract: The protection of live sports streams is an important support for the healthy and sustainable development of
China’ s sports industry, but the existing protection methods are still highly controversial and criticized. This study explores
the protection of data rights of live sports streams using literature review and comparative research. The study concludes that
Live sports streams are mostly in the form of unstructured data in terms of presentation and can be considered as the right of
the event organizer and its authorized parties to control and process the collection of live match data in their legal possession.
In the context of the inclusion of data rights protection provisions in many Chinese laws and the “accelerated cultivation of the
data elements market” , the basis of the right to claim for the protection of live sports streams is shifted to data rights, and the
normative basis of data rights protection is invoked, which is more in line with the need to protect live sporting streams in the
era of big data and artificial intelligence, effectively making up for the shortcomings of existing protection mechanisms, and is
also conducive to promoting the unification of the rules of judicial adjudication.

Key words: live sports streams; new Copyright Law; data rights; sports law; juridical protection
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